Purpose -The purpose of this paper is to explore the growth and development of periodical literature on Web 2.0 technologies and their other fields. Design/methodology/approach -Bibliographic data of the articles published in the 13 leading peer-reviewed journals are obtained from the Emerald database (www.emeraldinsight.com) directly using such keywords as "Web 2.0", "blogs", "wikis", "RSS", "social networking sites", "podcasts", "Mashup", and multimedia sharing tools, i.e. YouTube and Flickr. The bibliographical surrogates such as author, title, subtitle, source, issue, volume, pages, etc. were recorded in MS-Excel (2010) sheet for the analysis and interpretation of data. A bibliography of selected articles is provided. Findings -The study found 206 research articles on the subject published in 13 leading library and information science journals of Emerald for period [2007][2008][2009][2010][2011]. Further, the study found that 2009 was the most productive year with 69 articles. The study observed Online Information Review published 49 articles, and hence can be considered the core journal on the topic. Mike Thelwall from the UK was found to be the most prolific author, having authored or co-authored five articles. 
Introduction
The world wide web (WWW or Web) is the most remarkable and magnificent service of the internet, and can be regarded as one of the most innovative services of the twenty-first century. The latest innovations and refinements in internet-based services mean that the web has scaled new heights in terms of innovative tools and services, such as providing a collaborative, information sharing and user-centred environment. This facilitates seamless browsing, searching, emailing, and chatting. The web has touched practically every aspect of our lives, and is a popular medium for publishing, sharing, communicating, and disseminating information. The WWW was originally based on the client-server model or simply hyperlinking the information, and this is known as the first generation of the Web (Web 1.0): a static web providing a non-interactive environment or one-way communication. The current version of the Web has progressed in a relatively new direction which provides an interactive and collaborative environment and has developed the content of the Web through the feedback of its users. It is known as the Objectives of the study This study has several objectives:
(1) to identify the growth of periodical literature on the subject and identify major aspects of the Web 2.0 technologies; (2) to identify the authorship pattern and collaborations among researchers; (3) to find out the major leading journals in library and information science covering the literature on Web 2.0 technologies; and (4) to compile a bibliography on Web 2.0 literature published in library and information science journals of Emerald.
Scope of the study
The present study covers journal articles from 13 leading scholarly peer-reviewed journals of library and information science published by Emerald on the topic of Web 2.0 and its various tools (see Table VI for a list of the journal titles). The main focus of the study is not only to cover research articles published in Emerald journals, but it also covers the book review literature on the topic. Table III shows the number and type of items covered under the study.
Methodology
Bibliographic data of the articles published in the selected journals were obtained from the Emerald database www.emeraldinsight.com directly using keywords such as "Web 2.0", "blogs", "wikis", "RSS", "SNSs", "podcasts", "Mashup", YouTube, and Flickr.
The bibliographical surrogates such as author, title, subtitle, source, issue, volume, pages, etc. were recorded in MS-Excel spreadsheet for the analysis and interpretations of data. The bibliography of selected articles was formatted according to the Harvard referencing standard being followed by the Emerald database.
Analysis and discussion
The collected data of 206 scholarly journal articles has been thoroughly scrutinised, analysed and interrelated using the MS-Excel (2010). The following tables give a complete picture of bibliometric study of periodical literature on Web 2.0 technologies. In present era, the Web 2.0 is one of the major thrust areas in the domain of ICT. In order to determine the sub-fields of Web 2.0 as listed in the Table V, the selected articles were thoroughly analysed by the authors and categorized into sub-fields (narrow themes). These themes are well established in the published literature. Table V depicts that in addition to the major coverage of Web 2.0/Library 2.0 with 68 articles (33 percent), there are many other fields such as SNSs (29 articles), blogs (28) , wiki (19) , tagging (15), social media (11), and instant messaging (ten articles). The emerging fields such as folksonomies, social software, RSS, social bookmarking, and podcasts also have a substantial number of articles. (Table VII) .
It is shown in Table VIII that Mike Thelwall (belongs to UK) is most productive author having a contribution of five articles (three as a single author and two as a joint author), followed by Hsi-Peng Lu, who has contributed all four articles as joint author. The remaining authors each had contributed three articles as joint authors. The length of the research papers reveals the intellectual efforts by the researcher to present subject contents in elaborative manner. Analysis of the book reviews The study covered 44 book reviews on Web 2.0 published in the same journals. The researchers have drawn the following findings by analysing the data. Table X shows the four major aspects related to book reviews such as major subject coverage of books, core journals, most prolific authors and the most productive year to produce book reviews in literature. It is found that Web 2.0/Library 2.0 generally is the main subject area on which large amount of literature has been published and followed by SNSs. Online Information Review identified as the core journal which provided the most book reviews, followed by The Electronic Library, while Philip Barker is the most prolific reviewer having contributed five book reviews. Finally, the table shows that 2010 is as the most productive year for producing book reviews on Web 2.0. While analysing the book review status, it is found that Web 2.0/Library 2.0 is the main subject area on which large amount of literature has been published (20 books), followed by SNSs. The Online Information Review is the core journal for book reviews.
Conclusion
The study has been undertaken with the key interest to find out the periodical literature published on the topic of Web 2.0 in library and information studies journals Table X . Analytical study of book reviews of Emerald database. The study covers the various aspects of the subject to find the comprehensive literature on the subject field. It evaluated a five year period and revealed that a large number of articles and reviews have been published during the particular time period on this subject. The study could be very significant to those researchers looking for scholarly articles on the Web 2.0 and its facets. The appended bibliography will be very useful for research as all the articles are at one place. The authors hope it will also be useful for a publishing house in order to determine the prolific author on the topic and seek their expertise in reviewing the articles in the field. 
